Neuromyelitis optica and tactile and visual hallucinations in an elderly patient.
Although neuromyelitis optica initially described by Eugen Devic in 1897 was considered for many years as a variant of multiple sclerosis, clinical course, more aggressive from the start, progressive towards severe disability and poor visual prognosis, and a different response to treatment, clearly point to a different process. Anti-aquaporin 4 antibodies are a specific biomarker of the entity and, since their discovery, both the number of symptoms and the radiological data about the disease have progressively increased, and the concept of clinical spectrum of neuromyelitis optica has been defined. To our knowledge it is the first reported case of encephalopathy and neuromyelitis optica in elderly patient.